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OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA 
Sourced from internet by Mary-Jean Brill 

Standing in front of a very large picture of  Our Lady of Czestochowa 
in New York’s St Patrick’s Cathedral on Easter Sunday, I was struck by the 
thought that ‘we’ should have an article about Our Lady of Czestochowa  
in an edition of ‘AM’.  There are plenty of internet sites which tell us of the  
history of the image, pictures of the image and that the image is also known as  
The Black Madonna.   

Legend has it that St John painted it.  Then in 326AD the picture was  
discovered by St Helena of The Cross in Jerusalem and brought to  
Constantinople where she gave it to her son, Constantine the Great.   
Constantine erected a church for it and the image was revered by the people  
of that city. During an invasion by the Saracens the image was paraded through 

the city.  The Saracens fled.  Eventually the image ended up in a part of Russia that is now part of Poland. 

In the 15
th
 Century St Ladislaus installed the image in his castle where a Tartar arrow pierced Our Lady’s  

image and interestingly all attempts to fix the image failed.  St Ladislaus was keen to save the image and decided 
to take it to his birthplace, Opala.  On a rest stop in Czestochowa the image was put into a church at Jasna  
Gora for safekeeping.  Amazingly the next day, the horses pulling the cart with the image on it refused to move.  
He believed it was a sign from heaven that the image had to remain there, so reinstalled it in the Church of  
the Assumption on 26 August 1382, this day is observed as the feast day for the painting. 

In 1430, heretical Hussites (followers of the heretic priest John Hus) ransacked the monastery and attempted  
to steal the painting.  Again the horses refused to leave.  The raiders threw the painting to the ground whereupon 
one of the heretics drew his sword and gashed the face of Our Lady twice.  He died attempting a third gash!   
After several more failed attempts to steal the painting the Holy Virgin was acclaimed as Queen of Poland in 1656. 

Many miracles are attributed to Our Lady of Czestochowa and are chronicled by the Pauline Fathers at Jasna  
Gora.  In 1920 on September 14

th
 when the Russian army was preparing to invade Warsaw at Vistula, the Polish 

people prayed.  The next day was the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows and after the image appeared in the clouds, 
the Russian army withdrew.  This is known in Polish history as the miracle of Vistula.   

Orthodox Christians venerate the Black Madonna of Czestochowa.  The image is found all over Europe including 
France, Sicily, Spain, Turkey and in Africa.   In Mexico she is known as Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Mathew Fox, 
PhD, wrote an interesting article in 2006 about the Black Madonna which may interest some of AM’s readers.   

If any of our readers visit places around the world that are spiritually significant please get  

in touch with the AM team or the Parish.  We would love to hear your stories. 

    Last July, being convinced by  

family members I needed a cruise, I 
was embraced by a party of  
14 to do a week cruising from  
Brisbane to Port Vila, Vanuatu,  
return and visiting the islands of  
Noumea and Lifou. The recent  
cyclonic devastation was not as  
noticeable as it would have been in 
Australia, because the infrastructure 
is less developed in Vanuatu.   
Tourism is the main ‘industry’ and is 
vital to the small island paradise.   
Cruise ships (ours brought over 2000 
visitors) were due to visit on each of 

the three days of the week we  
visited.  In the immediate aftermath 
of the cyclone, no cruise ships could 
visit for a month and many suffered  
without sufficient income. 

    After the cyclone, one of our  

party had a contact on facebook with  
an orphanage and a small rural 
school at Mele, near Port Vila,  
which we visited. With much  
enthusiasm we were welcomed by 
the 400 children. Three of their  
classrooms were UNICEF tents. The 
children were all in uniforms and 
were excited to see us.  The acting 
principal thanked us for coming,  
saying we were a “blessing”.  The 
gifts of toys, books and money we 
brought were welcome, but most of 
all they were grateful for our  

presence in coming to meet them. 

    The total village community is 

building classrooms – simple  
one-storey oblong buildings.  The 
slab is laid, then everyone works in 
whatever way they can, completing  
the classroom over one weekend.  
There is evidence, in all the islands,  
of the early influence of Christian 
missionaries. The school is a  
Christian school, but welcomes all 
denominations and faiths.  On the 
door of one little cottage a sign read, 

“Jesus lives”! 

A Visit to Remember  

By Pat Mullins 
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Education 

Who is a leader?  A leader is anyone 

who has influence over another, or  
others.  A great deal of research has 
been done in the secular world into 
what qualities are required for a leader.   
 

Jesus gave a precise description of a leader in Matthew 

5: 3-11.  He said that the specially gifted or blessed 
people were – the poor!  To be poor is to be wanting in 
some area,to have a need for others; where leadership 
too often suggests a leader is one who has answers; 
and, therefore, a leader is expected to be able to fill the 
needs and expectations of others.  Jesus said in  
contrast: 
 

“Blessed are the poor.  The kingdom or realm of God is 

theirs”.  To be poor is to be conscious of our neediness, 
our limits.  Such an attitude enables us to be enriched 
by all those we meet.  To be poor is to be open, capable 
and hopeful of new discoveries.  To discover a God 
who is ever new in others requires our attempt to  
see life from the situation of the “other”, that we walk 
first the mile in another’s shoes before we speak of  
his or her situation.  How readily we shout impatiently  
to the uncertain, slow or indecisive driver in front Hurry 
up, will you! Make up your mind!  Yet when searching 
for an address or lost in unfamiliar circumstances,  
we are hurt and angry at the impatience of others.  
Blessed are the poor, who are open to the newness of 
every person and experience, for they are leaders. 

 

Blessed are they that mourn.  Charles Magsam in The 

Experience of God points out that “one thing is certain.  
The emotionally balanced and mature person is  
not one who experiences no conflicts, tensions or  
anxieties.  The person who experiences no suffering, 
physical or mental, is a corpse.  That person should be 
buried.  Real maturity is the ability to face the brutalities 
of life, to suffer a few battle wounds and live with a little 
scar tissue, and the higher a person’s aspirations, the 
greater must be their capacity for pain.” 
 

To be a leader is to know the reality and disillusionment 

of life.  For, as Henri Nouwen says, only out of our  
own woundedness can we heal the wounds of others. 
 

Blessed indeed are those who know suffering, who 

have forgiven others and have been forgiven them 
selves, for they are leaders. 

Blessed are  the meek – not meek as it is coupled with 

mild or colourless, without energy or fire for life, but 
meek as truly humble. In heartfelt honesty and sincerity, 
the meek own their giftedness as well as their limits.   
They desire not to manipulate others, to compete, to 
prove their worth to others because they journey the 
road, quest for life and seek security in their own 
uniqueness. Blessed are the meek, for leadership is 
theirs. 
 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for  

righteousness, for a Christian leader is one whose 
giftedness cannot be contained.  The plight of others 
sparks the fire within.  The action of the Spirit demands 
justice and love for all people and this becomes so real 
a hunger and thirst as to propel the most hesitant  
into action.  The woman who feels compelled to protect 
her neighbour from violence, though uncertain of the 
wisdom of her actions, is a leader. 
 

Blessed are the merciful. The St Vincent de Paul  

person who satisfies the hunger of those in need, while 
refusing to sit in judgment on the situation of those to 
whom he ministers, is truly a leader 
 

Blessed too are the pure in heart, those who strive for 

power not to be used over, but for others.  To work  
towards purity of heart is to allow ourselves to be  
extended beyond our natural inclinations.  The leader is 
one who labours, not for results but for the joy of the 
project: not for the destination but for the experience of 
the journey.  To be pure in heart is to err on the side of 
naiveté rather than indulge in cynicism. 
  

Blessed are the peace-makers, those who are  

prepared to walk the extra mile to give to others  
another chance.  Peacemakers are not the  
weak who continually give in to all and sundry, but  
those who communicate with honesty, in love, in  
whatever situation they find themselves.  Peacemakers 
are the leaders in the realm of God.   
 

Blessed are those who are persecuted.  The leader, 

who is prepared to risk, to challenge, is truly prophetic 
and invariably invites the criticism visited on all  
prophets.  To shelter behind the need to be correct  
always is to protect oneself from the learning  
experience of making mistakes, which are only mistakes 
when we don’t learn from them.  Those blessed people 
were described by Jesus as the “salt of the earth”  
and “the light of the world” (Matt 5:13-14), those with  
qualities of leadership, for a leader is one who has  
any influence over another or others. 

That word  ‘Leader’  

by Pat Mullins 

If you can’t do great things, Mother Teresa used to say, do little things with great love.  

If you can’t do them with great love, do them with little love.  

If you can’t do them with little love, do them anyway. Love grows when people serve. 
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Our Parish 

 

 
A small group of parishioners  
continued to meet after Easter using 

a programme called Longing for 

the Holy, which encourages  

participants to reach out to others 
around them.  Bernadette Duffy 
resolved to enrich the lives of some 
refugees, and she contacted the 
Romero Centre in Brisbane with the 
offer of a day picnic in our beautiful 
beach parish to as many families  
as would fit in a rented bus. The  
refugees do not live at the Romero 
Centre, a community service of the 
Sisters of Mercy, which provides 
friendship and a meeting place,  
emotional and spiritual support,  
help with housing and furniture,  
mail collection for those without  
permanent addresses and all aspects 
of settlement assistance. 
 

More than 2000 refugees, presently 
asylum seekers on bridging visas, 
awaiting the opportunity to apply  
for a protection visa, are offered  
assistance as those most in need 
and who can’t access support  
elsewhere.  Most live in rented  
accommodation in the community, 
having fled their homelands because 
of persecution and arrived by boat, 
and have been held in detention  
centres for up to 7 years.  When men 
were prevented from bringing wives 
and children to Australia under  
Temporary Protection Visas, families 
with children risked the boat journey.  
They have limited rights to work and 
health care, and survive on 89% of 
Centrelink New Start. 
 

On Sunday 11 October, the Parish 
welcomed 24 refugees of all ages.   
The weather was perfect. They  
entered the St Monica’s Centre  
tentatively from the bus, but in no 
time, over morning tea, we were all 
chatting and laughing.  Bernadette’s  

 
Voice Weavers choir provided  
energetic singing and dancing, and 
some of the visitor children joined the 
performance.  Next, the group and 
the locals – the children with buckets 
and spades – set off for the beach.  
Many swam under the anxious eyes 
of parishioners. In the hall, lunch  
tailored to the taste of the  
visitors, appeared.  We sat together 
to share the meal and chat, we 
locals listening to the stories of those 
from across the seas.  The table  
tennis table then appeared, and 
take-home containers and lolly bags 
were distributed.  On the bus trip 
home, plans were discussed for 
a repeat picnic in the future.   
 

Among our visitors, we met: 
Arif who escaped from Afghanistan 
and was given asylum in Australia a 
year ago.  His wife and three children 
are still in Pakistan and they have 
been separated for 8 years.  Arif 
works in a meat factory.  His English 
was fluent and he studies it at TAFE. 
 

Omar was a character. He  
entertained us with his singing  
including Imagine (John Lennon).  
He left Babylon in the South West of 
Iraq as a young soldier, having had 
his arm blown off just below the 
shoulder. He speaks four languages, 
including English, and taught  
Theology before having to leave his 
home country.  He came to Australia 
from Syria in 2013, but cannot work 
because of his amputated arm.   
He did manage to produce a mean 
serve in table tennis!  
 

Because of their common bond of the 
Arabic language, Omar befriended 
Reza who had come to Australia by 
boat from Ahwaz, in the south of Iran, 
2 years ago.  Reza has a working 
visa to teach, and has been trying for  
acceptance as a teacher aide.   
He has a wife and 2 children, a boy 
and a girl.  
 

Jasu, a Tamil, escaped from Sri 
Lanka 20 years ago and came to 
Australia 4 years ago.  He has a wife 

and one daughter who are still in  
India.  He had a work visa for 6 
months, and worked at the Cannon 
Hill meat works, but now the visa has 
expired and he has no work.  He 
lives at Morooka, and has recently 
been diagnosed with cancer and has 
had chemotherapy treatment.  
 

Zahra, wearing a beautiful scarf  
and her fiancée, Javid, have been in 
Australia nearly 2 years.  Zahra has a 
permanent visa and cares for her  
bed-ridden 66 year-old mother, who  
had a fall and broke her back.  They 
came to this country by plane from 
Afghanistan. 
 

Marzia and Ahmed, a young couple 
with 3 small children, live at Yeronga 
and struggle because Ahmed has 
had no work for 3 years. They are 
from Iran and attend the Iranian 
Christian Church at Yeronga.  Ahmed 
is desperate to have work such as, 
painting, cleaning, gardening or  
collecting shopping trolleys. 
 

Sarah Grealy has been the  
Community Engagement Coordinator 
at the Romero Centre for a few 
months, but has worked with  
refugees in different capacities for 15 
years.  She said most of the families 
contacting the centre for assistance 
have not had work rights for 3 years, 
though are now getting work rights 
and are looking for work. 
  

Surprise helpers of our parish  
community were Robyn and Garry 
Bourke from St Benedict’s at  
Burwood in Melbourne, who were up 
on holidays and just happened along.  
Garry has just finished a musical  
production about St Augustine. 
 

We felt enriched greatly with the  
blessing of our visitors.   
 

(The names of our overseas friends have been 
changed because of possible danger  
to families in their home countries). 

A special Blessing from across the seas 
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   Blessings 

 
We mourn with the loved ones  

and pray for the following  
parishioners who have died: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
   
     

‘Welcome to the Golden Oldies’ 
               50 years together!  

 

Kathy & Frank Muggeridge 
John & Monica Brown, 

Eugene & Marion Nolan. 
 
 

Celebrating 55 years 
Jo & Bob Barham  

 Barbara & John Blair  

Wedding Anniversary 

Happy Birthday 
90th 

95th 85th 

80th 70th 
60th 

Celebrations!  

The following celebrations have blessed our Parish 
life since our last edition.  Please let us know your  
important occasions so that we can publish them  

and acknowledge significant events in our life.      

Keesey Dingham  90yrs 
Vivienne Lockley 85yrs 
Deni Neuman  75yrs 
Barbara Blair 75yrs 
Tony Maguire 70yrs 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Dean Ryan and Georgina Brown 
Anthony Smith and Anita Davies 

Marriages 

 
Donovan Eldridge 
Remy Murphy 
Marlen Marino 
Isla McDonald 
Aria Beck 
Leo Monaghan 
Emeila Briskey 
Tayte Forsyth 
Thomas Wood 

 

Edward Clayton 
Leilani Cocks 
Navy Walker 
Lucas Lahmer 
Grace Kelly 
Frederic Barnes 
Arjuna Garnish 
 

BAPTISMS 

Vale Greg O’Shea 

It was with great sadness in mid-September that St Augustine’s school community 
learned of the passing of the father of one of their pupils, Greg O’Shea.   

Greg, a Tugun Landscape Architect with his business, Environmental Design Group, 
leaves his wife, Leisa and daughters, Kitty and Molly.   
Greg suffered a heart attack far too soon for his age.  

Our thoughts are with his family and close friends at this difficult time.  
Many would know Greg from his involvement in the Tugun Progress Association.   

His position has been filled by parishioner, Katherine di Pompo.  

Our Future Parishioners 

On 2nd May 2015 at St Monica’s Emma Maree 
Swift was baptised to the delight of her family,  

and a welcome by the congregation at Saturday 
evening Mass.  The close of the list of baptisms 
for this issue of Augustine & Monica, 76 people,  
mainly youngsters, have become members of 

our parish community so far this year.   
Remembering them at Christmas time, we  

welcome them and their families with much joy and hope. 

Patricia Beetham 
Charles Butler 
Gregory O’Shea 
Maarten Rothengatter 

Jillian Bourke 
Henry Moore 
Olive Tracey 
Marcia Mykytiuch 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=W8nhVtLhqSXAWM&tbnid=vkPYyPgMmF4H2M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.immaculata.edu%2Fua%2F&ei=ANsXVI73OOGgigLVpYHgBQ&bvm=bv.75097201,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHJLD3VEj14RT
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xlG2ZGZmZUxyHM&tbnid=mn-rPoLsiKw6AM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26docid%3DxlG2ZGZmZUxyHM%26tbnid%3Dmn-rPo
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Parish Details 

Catholic Parish of  
St Augustine & St Monica 

Coolangatta & Tugun 

Parish Office: 42 O’Connor Street 

Tugun  4224 

Address: P.O. Box 117 

Coolangatta  4225 

Email:  
augmon@bne.catholic.net.au 

Phone:       07 5598 2165 

Fax:            07 5525 6251 

Visit us on the web: 

www.coolangatta-tugunparish.org.au 

 

Editorial  Committee 

Pat Mullins, Brenda Hindmarsh, 
Colleen Cutcheon, Marg Walgers, 

Peter Cousins, Mary-Jean Brill. 

 

The material in this journal remains the 

property of the editor. 

 

Our Sponsors, Peter & Shirley Ashburn 

Our magazine has enjoyed the sponsorship for over ten years (since it first began) of Peter 

& Shirley Ashburn of Coolangatta Joinery Works.  While the business has been sold, Peter 
continues to work, supporting the new owner.  The AM. team are most grateful for their long 
support. 

Peter’s father, Ray Ashburn, built the altar and the pulpit at St Monica’s and, following his 

retirement, Peter took over the business and has always helped out the parish, especially 
to enhance our liturgies and environment, for example building the large wooden cross  
and the Christmas manger.  Peter and Shirley have been vital members of Coolangatta/

Tugun parish for many years.  In one of the early pageants, Peter surprised everyone by riding in on a camel! 

Shirley was involved in Adult Faith Formation since the early 1990s and was a member of the team responsible for 

updating and implementing the Sacramental Program.   As regular members of the Saturday night Mass, they are 
Readers of the Word and Extraordinary Communion ministers, Peter helping out as a collector.  Peter & Shirley have 
two children, Lesley and Stephen.  We wish them a relaxing and exciting retirement -  Shirley as an active walker and 
Peter as a St George league supporter and a keen cyclist, having enjoyed a cycling tour in Italy.   

    Published by the Catholic Parish of Coolangatta & Tugun    Printed by: Foyer Printing 

From the Editors Desk By Pat Mullins 

    Heritage Brothers Funeral Services  www.heritagebrothers.com.au   Ph: 5535 8758 

The words we  

remember in the 
story of Christmas 
are, “Peace on 
earth!  Goodwill to 
all!” which is why 
we chose our 

theme for this issue of A.M. to be 
cherish peace. Our world today is 
far from peaceful.  In this issue we 
speak of Eucharist, as a “bodily  
embrace…a real encounter with  
Jesus Christ”, whose birth promised 
us peace. Pope Francis asks us to 
seek peace within ourselves, to 
have a desiring heart which seeks to 
love.  Rev Rowan Williams speaks 
of the hope of peace coming in our 
listening to one another, being open 
to accept differences. We hope our 
parish picnic for a group of refugees 
from the Romero Centre might  
provide a happy experience of 
peace for them.  
 

Of the number of those (mainly  

children) baptised into our parish 
community this year, we wonder 
what life will hold for them, and we 
pray that they will find peace in what 
they are able to do and be for  
others.  Examples of lives of  
generous service are told in our  
retiring sponsors Peter and Shirley 
Ashburn and in Jane Marrison and 

Steve Montgomery, both leaving our 
parish school this year after years of 
generous service.  We welcome the 
new principal of St A’s, Mr Warren 
Fields. An invitation to service 
comes in the article, ‘That word 
leader’.  Sincere thanks must go to 
the leadership of those who are  
supporting the Youth Group and to 
the Faith Formation Team who 
anticipate new ventures in the near 
future. 
 

Peace comes with faith and hope 

for those who trust devotion to the 
Polish Our Lady of Czestochowa.  
Our parish celebrates the goodness 
of all our parishioners, who serve in 
so many ways, with a Sip and Sup 
on 11 December between 5.30 – 
7.00pm in St Monica’s Hall.  And 
remembering our parish picnic, we 
thank the Neuman family for their 
generosity in once again gifting us 
with their beautiful property on a day 
of perfect weather. 
 

May the joy of Christmas touch the 

hearts of all who are restless and 
broken to realise the gift of peace.    
With much thanks again to all  
members of the A.M. team, our 
sponsors and contributors, and a 
special welcome to Peter Cossins 
who has joined our team.  
Love to all at Christmas!   
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Parish Activity 

Thank you to Neumann’s! 
 

 The Parish sends our heartfelt thanks to the Neumann family  
for their generosity in opening their beautiful property to us  

for the Annual parish picnic over many years. 

Lots of fun –if you are young! 

 

The Parish Youth Group has continued  
powering along this year.  There was a great turn-out 
for their Christmas in July dinner.  This was a special  
opportunity for the young people to share a meal like 
Christ did with his disciples, which they are not able to 
do at Christmas as this time is set aside for families.  
The community, laughter and joy amongst them was 
a sight to behold.  This event would not have been 
possible without the help of so many, too many to 
name but a special thank-you to Robyn Curran and her 
team for the beautiful meal; and to Maureen  
Mason and Eugene Nolan for preparing the tables and 
the hall and for the huge clean-up, assisted by mem-
bers of the Parish Pastoral Council.  Our special guest 
was Emmanuel, our seminarian from 2014, who 
shared thoughts of his faith with the young people after 
the meal. 

Then on Sunday 23 August over 30 young people  
registered to attend Air Factory at Burleigh Waters 
in a subsidised Parish Youth Group event, and great 
fun was had by all.  The children enjoyed 2 hours of 
trampolining before joining together on an outside 
grassed area for drinks and refreshments.  
 

The news of a generous donation by a Surfers  
Paradise parishioner to pay for a Deanery Youth Work-
er for the next three years has been received with 
much excitement.  Steph Santos has been  
appointed and has offered to work with the  
blossoming Tugun/Coolangatta Parish Youth Group  
in 2016. She will support volunteers, Steph Figgins and 
Tiziana Ferrin, from our parish. 
 

We were fortunate enough to have Steph Santos  
and Steph Figgins join us at our most recent youth 
group gathering on Friday 16 October in St Monica’s 
Centre.  The children worked together on many fun 
games including Pictionary, charades and table  
tennis.  They then feasted on a terrific sausage sizzle 
dinner before sitting down to enjoy the inspirational 
film, Different Drummers. 
 

 

Joan’s  

Christmas  

Extravaganza 

 

By Bernadette Duffy 

 

Joan Chalmers is a  
woman, small in stature, 
but full of energy, passion, 
generosity and laughter. If you haven’t met her it’s 
time you did.  Joan is a familiar face to  
anyone connected with Netball on the Gold Coast. 
She coached for the best part of 50 years. She is 
known to many in our parish too because she’s been 
a faithful mass attendee at St Augustine/St Monica 
for 43 years. As a primary school teacher she’s 
taught in many of our local schools and  
continues to do supply teaching. I count her a  
valuable member of our Religious Education in the 
State Schools team where she has taught for  
several years at Currumbin State School.  

 

BUT...there is a side to 

Joan of which many are  
unaware. It’s a surprising 
and delightful side. It 
comes out at Christmas-
time. For the past  
years, Joan has invited 
parishioners into her home 
to enjoy her eye-popping,  
jaw-dropping, heart-
stoppingly beautiful  
collection of Christmas 

memorabilia. It is extensive and exclusive and 
expensive and magical and has to be seen to be  
believed.   Supervised and well behaved children are 
welcome to come along and enjoy the vision  
splendid with their families.  Joan has opened her 
home in Kitchener Street to anyone 
interested and asks only that each  
family give a gold coin donation to  
St Vincent de Paul for their Christmas 
appeal.  

Expressions of interest from parishioners in assisting 
with youth functions and/or donations to support  
their activities, would be gratefully received.  
Contact the office on 5598 2165.  


